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Artist
Young
Inspires
Crowd

Speakers and audience
members praise cartoonist
for his encouragement and

educational work, -

By ARIELLE LEVIN BECKER
COURANT STAFF REFORTER

Andrew Flynn, 12, of Simsbury, an ss-
piring fashion designer, clutched a tre-
phy from his art teacher Thursday and
gearmed the room for fashion-industry
coniectons.

Andrew had won the trophy ina com-

IN HARTFORD'S
NEIGHBORHGODS

petition sponsered by Joe Youmg, 4 Hart-
ford-baged cartoonist who teachea draw-
ing to area youngsters, Andrew was
searching for career inspiration among
the 100 o1 eo people Young had brought
together at Capital Community College
to celebrate ds recent video, *You Can
Draw.” The group ranged from cartoon-
.ing stadents to city and musle-industry
leaders.

Young, known nationally for his car-
toon “Scruples,” ussl the event to
present trophies to young artists, screen
his new televigion show and raise
money for a series of sumhmer cArboon-
ing workshope for stitlents in the Hart-
ford area. Bnt gpeakers snd sudience
members were guick to turn the atten-
tion back to Young, whom they praised
for his Inspiration and educational
work.

“We need to support individnals like
Joe," gaid Mayor Eddie A. Perez, who
caliad Younga “local here for Hartford.”

“He's trying to do for young people
what others did for him,"” the mayor
sald
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agency, anc

currently

setves as the direetor of the Sommunity
Eenewal Team. He teaches cartooning
workshops for area atudents and sen-
iors. This summer, he plane to teach
gimilar workshops in 20 aves towma for
students who might not otherwise have
docess to the arts, sald Jackie Miller-
Black, who helped crgamize Thursday
evening's event.

Friends, family members snd sti-
dents — who ranged from youngsters
like Andrew ta Jean Frankiewicz, 71 —
cheered loudly as Young demonsirated
his quick cartooning skilis, sketching
nine images in 55 seponds.

Young also screensd a portion of his
new televizion show, Instant Aviist,
which he produced with media stadents
from Caplial Community College. The
show, which will air oh Commectiout
Publie Telavision next month, Was part-
sketch, part-sketch comedy, and fea-
tured a segment of artwork yomngsters
Brom ardund the coumty had sent o
hina.

- Will Inikes, one of the Capital stu-
dents who helped Young produce the
show, first met Youmg &3 a middbe school
stmdent. Dukes remembered selling
‘hewspapera featuring “Joe's kidapage,”
‘oneof Young's early crestions.

“It's good to =ee him doing good
things," Dukes said. “He came so far.”



