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Donna Faovrean, middle, is the instroctor of Bill Svihoves and Lois Smith, both of whom won second place for their paintings in & National Arts Program contest.

Fantastic talents

Lois Smith and Bill Svihovec of Middletoum won second place in the senior division of the

Community Renewal Team's National Arts

Program. Smith won for her pastel, “Two, Too Sweet,’

of her grandchildren; Svihovec earned second place for his oil, “Truck of Flowers,” a scene he
came across on a farm in Farmington.
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Painters take pride in taking second place

Lois Smith, Bill Svihovec are students in Donna Favreau'’s painting class

By EIMTH ZELDES
Wickiaionen Prass Comsapondent

MIDDLETOWN — The love of
painting has brought two sendors
o the forefront of artistic honors.
Laois Smith and Bill Svihovec have
garnered second place in the sen-
or division of the Community
Renewal Team National Arts
Program, recently at Capital
Comumunity College, Hartford.

writes in his “message from the

nt: ®.. The arts have the
ability to lift people op and
expand their horzons ... Congrat-
ulation to (the) winners... You ae
taking part in & program that has
touched thousands, and will con
unutlnuumrruﬂmudmm
one invobved ..

Smith won lnrherpc.ﬂdncv
ture; “Two, Too Sweet” of her
grandchildren Shannon Smith,
then 6, now 18 amd Dandelle
Smith, then 3, now 15. Smith
describes it as "a sweet picture of

for his oil painting “Truck of
Flowers™ that he discovered on a
farm in Farmington. *1 chose this
because it was different, with a lot
of human interest = a truck with
unusual decoration,” =ays
Swihovec.

Both winners are taught by
Donna Favrean of the Rocldall
section of Middlefield, members
of her Middletown Senior Center

Favrean has nothing but prakse
for her students.

“Lois' pastel is absolately beag-
tiful — soft, delicate, with lowety
colors within a ndeely done com-
position,” Favreau says. “Bill's oil
is very eyecatching If [ had seen
the truck, [ would have painted it
first It's a crowdpleaser, some-

thing amyone would want to paint
or .

photograph.

Smith always enjoyed artwork,
“ever since [ picked up a crayon,”
bt it was only after she retired in

shells on the beach.

Smith is also secretary of the
Middletown Art Guild and has
had her wnrk shown at the

"W have a spirited class of 18
at the Middletown Senior Center,”

plished, from ages 60 to the mid-
die 80s. All are very talented and
enjoy each other's company.

“We're a fumily here” Smith
adds, "and our cwn Gumilies can't
wait to see our finished prodocts.”

The class goes on field trips,
painting on location, and travels
at least twice a year to art shows
and musenms. The group had its
work shown, not only at the
Middletown Senior Center, but
also at The Middletosmn Press and
local banks.

T hawve a show at home going
all the time with all my paintings,”
Svihoves lnughs,

Liz Dupont-Diehl is CRT direc-
tor of public relations. *The con-
test and exchibitdon are an oppor-
tunity to help people discover the
joys and rewards of artistic expe-
rience,” she explains. “This pro-
gram is for the artist in everyone
= to see their work publicty on
display. There are some [antastic
talents evident in the exhibits and
this ... can pull it all together”

For information, call (500)
5605471 or  the

Sewior Canter af $44-2513,



